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NEAR EAST/AFRICA INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
GREECE

New cabinet under fire: Greek politicians and the press are largely
eritical of the ostensibly non-politica’ ‘‘service’” cabinet headed by
John Theotokis, and some eriticisra has been reflected upon Xing Paul
himself because of apparent pol:tical smplications of the cholce of
Theotokis to end the one-day emergency created by the demise of
Populist-Liberal coalition government. Political ieaders are particu-
larly resentful because the aew cabinet was appointed and Parliament
dissolved at the very moment that Parliament was to reash a deg¢ision
as to modifications in the proportional elecioral system emploved

in 1046, a system that would perpetuate an overabundance of splinter
pardes. The fear now is that Thectokis may go to the other extreme
and impose a majority system for the iorthcoming elections, Under
this system a Papagos slate might walk away with the mandate at

the expense of the established political parties because of the mili~
tary hero’s enormous popularity. Popubst (Tsaldaris), Liberal
{Venizelos), and Social Democratic {Papandreou) leaders have already
threatenad to boycott elections under such conditions, and all groups fo
the left of center are likely o be very sharp in their criticism because
the majority system would give them o hope of even token representa-
tion in Parliament.

The Theotokis Government is likely to come in for more eriticism
on the timing of elections (originaily planned for March or April) inas-
mueh as the newly advanced date of 19 February hardly gives time for
the full relaxzation of martial law 2nd the completion of the electoral
registers--both necesgary steps bofore repregentative eloctiens can
be held. The ®elections may conseguentiy be postponed beyond the 45-
day limit imposed by the Constitution on the existence of a “‘service’ !
eabinet after the dissolution of Pacliament.

Once embarked upon such an irregular course, Thectokis might
fall under the persuasion-~if he is not already under the influence--
of Spyros Markezinis, ambitious young political friend of King Panl and
Commander in Chief Papagos, wikh his well-publicized scheme to have
Papagos made premier with exiraordinary powers. Although Theotokis
recently deserted the Tszidaris Populisis and now disclaims further
political ambition, he and a number o meombers of his cabinet are
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conf ir med rightists, and his son 8 a close political associate of
Markeginis. The possibic existence of 4 secretl andergtanding hetween
Theotokis and a King Pauvi-Papagos-Markezinis combination might
make new cabinet maneuvers before the sorouncement of clection
results o real threat to the established political partien.

TURKZAY

Elestorzl reform: The incumbent People’s Republican Party’s recent
decision 10 back the priaciple of judicial cortification ¢f election re-
sults represents a major coancession (o the opposition. Such a reform,
now aimost certain to he adopted in gome form by the National Assembly
gives promise that in the balloting this year opposition party candidates
will recéive at least somewhat hetier (reatment than in the 1846 elec-

. tions, when there were widespread apparent irregularities on the

part of the officials handling the returns. Moreover, zlthough PRP
approval for the asew yrocedure came only after Premier Gunaltay

had made it a3 ““must’ issue, indicating that he would regigan if it

were not accepted, the opposition Democratic Party, which has steadily
pounded away in favor of electoral reform, ¢an now take credit for
forcing the governmen: party’s hand. ‘

There i8, of course, a catch o all this. While Gunaltay, who
was probably acting on insiraetions from President Inonu, is pro-
bably prepared to go through wita the reform, there are numerous
PRP dichards who want to hold on to their control of the eiection
machinery. The Demoerats have already charged that a judiciary
bill now before the National Assombly provides the means for intimi-
dating judges, by making it casier for the Minister of Justice to “exile’’
them to remote provinees if they fail to see that the PRP eandidates
win. Nevertheless, the opposition raay congratulate itself on its
greatest gain sinee the inavguration of the multi-party gystem barely
four yeara ago.

SYRIA

itnation: The Syrian pelftical situation remains potentially
explosive. Although 2 nominally civilian government was formed affer
the latest coup, the reing of avthority are appareuntly in the hands of
the ShishakM army cligue, perpetpators of the coup. The Populist
Party, which gained a pluralily in the pre-coup November elections
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for the Constitutent Assembly aad which hoped to dominate the neg
government, is actually o little consequence in the cabinet. Although
the Populists hold five of the nine poriiolios, no outstanding Populist

is inclunded in the goverament, and the 'wo most tmportant porifolios,
National Defense and Interior, are held by independents, tools of the
Shishalli group. The Populisic evideunily fecl the gling of their defeat
and are reportedly attempting ‘o win over those army elements opposed
to the Shishakli venture, Morenver, there are indications that Iran

is supporting the factions in the Syrian Army which oppose the
Shishakli group and {avor Iraqi-Syrian union, To counteract these moves
and to strengthen hic own position, Shishakii has in turn sought support
from BEgypt. The army will thus continue o be the determining factor
in the political sitwation either through the influence of a particular
group like the Shishakli cligue or thecugh the instrumentality of other
army factions which, in their opposition to Shishalkii, may join forces
to overihrow the existing regime and pogsibly to promote union with
Irag.

SOMALILAND

Transfer problems: Italy fases serious difficulties with Ethiopia in
connection with the transfer of e administration of Italian Somald-

land fxom the UK to Italy which is expacted to take place when the UN
Trusteeship Council completes the icusteeship agreemest now being
drafted. The Ethiogian Government has refused to aceept the UN decision
regarding Italian Somalilond and may submit the case to the International
Court for an opinion on the compeience ¢f Italy, which is not 2 UN member,
to sonclude an agresment wish the Trusteeship Council. The Ethioplang
aleo resent the appointment of General Cuglielmo Nasi 28 Adminstrator
o Ttalian Somaltland because he fought against Ethiopia in the Italo-
Ethioplan war, was Governor of Harar Province Quring the Italian
ctcupation, and formerly was high up on Ethiopta’s list of war criminals,
Relations between Italy and Ethtopiz wili be further complicated by an
unsetiled frontier probiem. The Svmali inbabitants of the Ethiopian
frontier province of Ogaden refuse to recognize the sovereignty of
Ethiopia and have been sdministercd since the war by the British. ¥
Ttaly attempty to enter and administer the Ethiopian Ogaden in accord
with 2 UK reguest, Ethiopia will almost cettainly resist with foree.

Even {f Italy does not occupy the Ogaden, the province will become 2
fertiie area for intrigue and unresi, Efhicpian and IRalkian interests

also conflict in Eritres, the disposition of which will not be settled until
the DN meets in September. The present uncertainty regarding the
disposition of Exitres wiil give Bthiopia an additional reason to exert

CoNﬂE‘*E:NﬂAk

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01090A000100060001-4
I




Approved For Releade#{999/09/02 : C|A-RDP79-01ogontfm(ﬁ)@eg%;q&ﬁﬂl AL

Landn b

4.

itzolf to wndermine Lisly's position in Somaliland because of Ethiop: 1’5
great fear of Italian encireclement

Th2 informal talks betwoen Elhiogian and Iialian representa.
tives which were hold during the last UN seggion and which are ezpected
to be continued in Gensva are unlikely to discipate the baeic differences
betwasn the two countrics -diff ersnees which have embittered their
relations ever gince Xtaly {irst carved out ap African Empire in the
muddle of the 19th centwey,

IRAN

h activily accelerating: Tudeh aetivity, which began to revive in

1349, has flar~d up in the past two weeks. Despite police
threats of impriscnment on the barren islands of the Peprsian Guif
for perscns engaged ir the party’s clandestine activities and even
arpr<at of ten to twelve suspecis daily, Tudeb newspapers have bern
distribuied in both Tehran and the provinces in large numbers and
party slogans have been serawled across the walls f (he main streets
in Tehran. The recent return a3 First Sevretary of the Soviet Emiussy
of D. 8. Bommisarov, who was Prese Attache during the Tudeh Party's
heyday and was ailegedly involved in the organization of the Azerbaijan
Democeat Party, hasg raised Iranian suspicions that he may be dir-
acting the party’s revival, and the Iranian Government has reportediy
roquested his recail,

Of particular concern 10 the government is the fact that Tudeh
propaganda currently has a greater appeal among certain elements of
the population, particutarty lzhbor groups and youths, than in tho past,
This receptive attitude ray be Laid largely to the general economic
decline which the government his boen uncble to forestall
in Iran during the past year. Since Ivan's sconomie circunmistarces ore
egpected to worsen by spring, thus ofering more feprtile grownad for
Communist agitation, stremuces illicit efforts by the Tudeh Party will
wndoubtedly continue, despite the government’s repressive measures.

NOTED IN BRIEF

Despite the reduetion in the number of Tuckish divisions {from 22 to 18)
which is curreatly being cfiected, budgetary difficulties are likely fo
koop these units well under T/0 sirength. Quick expansion during a
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national emergency, under general mobiligation orders, would be
very difficult,

* ] ]

reulation upon possible devaluvation of the Turkish lira has apperently
not proved too tempting (o US cigaret:c manufacturers. Instead of
waiting to see what might happen to the iira, US tobacco-buying
.erganizations have started early and heavy buyiag from the 1849 Aegean
district tobaceo crop.
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Abdullah’s five-day visit to his neghew, the Regent of Irag,
stirred conjecture that sigeificanc consulations might have taken place
regarding the poliey to be ndopted toward Syrian politieal developments.
Thers have been no reporte, however , that any impertaat decigions
were reached on this point, Statements (o the press have emphasized
the social character of the vigif. _
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The Shah has been busy since his refvrn from the US, Greatly ime-
progsed by US military and eeonorie power and evidently more
determined than ever to bring about gocial and economic reform in
Iran, he has called for a campaign against corruption, which he
recognizes is hampering progress, and is apparently planang a
government shakeup; his real hoge is to obtain a prime minister
strong cnough to carry out the sivingent measures which will be »e-
quired, Additional evidonce that the Shah wants gspeedy action is
provided by reporte that the Majlis i to b2 convened within a waek,
even before new olections (o select deputieg from Tehran are held,

& 2 *

ontinuation of fe mw:m hetweon Afghanistan and Pakistan has besn
emghasiz@ﬁ by the latter's ambascator to Kabul, who recently told hie
US eolleague that he intended t0 recommend emzt his government sever
diplomatic relations with the Afghans=. In this case, the ambassador’s
remark was probably littie mors than an attempt 0 stimulate US con-
cern--and (if possibie} further US meutionary advice to the Afghans;
bakistan wourld unguestionably be reinetznt to intensify ite guarrcl with
Afghanistan when its relations with Indla are so precarious, Neverthe-
less, Pakistan i3 becoming lncreasingly fmpatient with the contisuing
open sponsorship by Afghan officials and businessmen of the “Pushtoon-
istan’’ movement pnd with the persisiancs of violently anti -Palistan

articles in the Afghen press. Furthor avidence of Pakistan’'s dis-

pleasure with the Kabm %wmm@m ean {hus be expected.
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The trend toward greater finapeiafl stabili i 7]

has now maehmﬂ the point where some relaxation of the gwemm&sm 2

vigorous import comtrol program is deing undertaken. On 3 January

the govarnment announcaed that, for ihe fﬁéxsﬁ half of 1950, it would isauve
soft currency permits providing a §0 per«ent increasa over the compar-

able period of 1949 in valus of imoports. In view of the pmbabnsa

inghiltty of the scft currency area to fulfill South Africa’s needs, a

limited number of thesz per mits may be converted to half their v:aﬁm

in dollar permits.

L pA oy

Southern Rhodesia and the VK have signed an agreement by which the
wse of Rhodesian facilities ig made an integral part of the RAT peace=
timge training program. Tho colony ig to make available any land
required for afefields, construet more housing for milliary persomned,
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azsd make a financial conteintion of about $700,000. The eoiony
also has amended its Delense Act 1o extend compuisory training to
Agiatics and other pon-guropeans,. Although nptive black men are
still excinded, thiz poliey contrasis with that of the Union of South
Africa, which resivicis millitary araining to those of Eurcgean stock,
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